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BPS Summer Research Studentships

In 1998, the BPS will again be offering up to two summer studentships (maximum value £500) to
support undergraduate or prospective postgraduate students for four weeks (longer if you can make
the award stretch that far) research during the summer vacation. The scheme is designed to
encourage interest in the algae among students by giving them direct experience of laboratory and/or
field techniques related to algae, and a better awareness of the morphological or ecological range of
algae, and of their applications in pure and applied science. At the end of each project, a short report
should be prepared for publication in the Phycologist.

Applications for these studentships are invited from prospective supervisors, who should
submit a proposal (not more than one side of A4) describing the project and the costs
involved, and how it conforms to the objectives of the scheme. Proposals should be
submitted no latter than 30 April 1997. Supervisors will be notified by 14 May.

Address Proposals to: Dr Richard Geider
Secretary, British Phycological Society
Marine Biological Association of the United Kingdom
Citadel Hill
Plymouth PL1 2PB

Student Scholarships for Field Courses

The BPS will consider support of students who wish to attend field courses organised by
bodies such as the Field Studies Council or summer schools at field stations of North
American Universities, provided such courses are primarily directed at aspects of phycology.
Applications should include information about the course, a brief c.v., a statement of support
from a full member of the Society or the student's supervisor, and the student's budgetary
plans for the course. A sum of up to £250 may be granted dependent on the nature of the
course and the strength of the case.

Address Proposals to: Dr Richard Geider
Secretary, British Phycological Society
Marine Biological Association of the United Kingdom
Citadel Hill
Plymouth PL1 2PB




BRITISH PHYCOLOGICAL SOCIETY 50TH ANNIVERSARY

The BPS was founded in 1952, following discussions in 1951 and followed by the
acceptance of formal documentation in 1953. We celebrated the 25th anniversary in 1977
and it seems fitting that we should celebrate the 50th anniversary in 2002. This seems like
quite a long way off, but, dependent on how we choose to celebrate the occasion, a relaxed
planning horizon could avoid last-minute rushes.

The BPS Council has set up a small committee (myself as chair, Juliet Brody, Janet Kubler,
Eliott Shubert, John Berges) to canvass opinion and make proposals on how the Society
might proceed. The committee is anxious that consultation among the membership should be
as wide as possible.

There were preliminary discussions at the 1998 AGM in London and 1 have written to a small
sample of senior members to canvass their views. However, these constitute only a small
proportion of the total membership so the purpose of this note is to ask the entire membership
what it thinks the Society should do to celebrate its history and future.

This you can do by writing to me: Prof. Brian Moss, School of Biological Sciences, Derby
Building, University of Liverpool, LIVERPOOL L69 3BX or sending me an e-mail:
brmoss @liverpool.ac.uk All contributions will be considered by the committee.

We hope that there will be a substantial response - all ideas are very welcome - so that the
committee can propose something that will please as many members as possible and do
something very positive for phycology.

Thanks, Brian M

R Geider adds: The Jubilee celebration was considered briefly at the January 1988 Annual
General Meeting. There were suggestions for activities that would be of particular interest to
members of the society and also of activities that would appeal to the general public. It was
suggested that the BPS explore the possibility of hosting the European Phycological Congress
in 2003, It was generally acknowledged that the celebration should be forward and outward
looking, promote greater awareness of algae, and include a venue for public and primary
school children. Amongst the specific suggestions were (1) an exhibition to tour museums
around the country, (2) a color poster for distribution to every biology laboratory in the
country, (3) a slide show/video. Women have played key roles in the development of and
promotion of phycology. Thus, it was also suggested that we record the role of women in the
society and use this as a means to promote women in science.







